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The purpose of this zine
is to explore the different
ways that characters are
discriminated against in
comics based on various
factors including race,
gender, sexuality, and
ability. The concept of
intersectionality comes
in to play while
discussing the
characters of Renee
Montoya, Dex Parios,
Maggie Sawyer, Barbara
Gordon, and Harvey
Bullock, all from DC
Comics.

Intersectionality is a fairly new
concept in our society, but an
important one. The impact that it
has on those who experience it
can be crushing, as those
individuals are often corned to
pick a side of their identity or risk
losing all parts. Through the
characters of Renee Montoya,
Dex Parios, Maggie Sawyer,
Barbara Gordon, and Harvey
Bullock, we see how different
identities play a role in
intersectionality, and the differing
reactions that can arise from
others based on those identities.
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Intersectionality for
Renee Montoya means
that she faces
discrimination because
she is Latina, she is a
woman, and she is a
lesbian.

RENEE MONTOVYA IS.. |

BEING A cOP IN GOTHAM ISN'T
EASY. SURE, WE'VE GOT THE
SAME CROOKS YOU FINDZ IN
ANY BIG CITY. MUGGERS,
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RES
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The biggest
aspects of
her identity
cause her
the most
personal
conflict. She
has to fight
to be who
she is; to
exist in a
world that
is
dominated
by people
different
than
herself.
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Nevertheless, a dedicated and
fierce detective in Gotham City.




Montoya faces many struggles in her
professional and personal life, and it is through
those struggles and how she handles them
that she becomes a relatable character to
readers.

INTERSECTIONALITY TO..

I'M FLYING S0LO LUCKY FOR YOU,
ON THIS ONE. THIS ONE'LL TAKE
CARE OF ITSELFE
Of. WELL,
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ANP RELAK.
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Of course
there’s no

“Renee’s story is told T ot
in a way that really R
makes readers | v
empathize with her,
really makes them
feel her pain”

(Sharpe).

Dex Parios
means that she
faces
discrimination
because she is a
woman and she is
bisexual.

Maggie Sawyer
means that she
faces
discrimination
because she is a
woman and she
is a leshian.

50 IT'S A

PERSONAL
INVOLVEMENT.

Barbara Gordon
means that she
faces
discrimination
because she is a
woman and she
is not able-
bodied.

SPREAD
ouT; BoYS.
ANY SIGN OF

HER?

THE EFFORT TO
FINP OUR LOCAL
ROBIN HOCP..,




INTERSECTIONALITY IS.. |

“The interconnected nature of social
categorizations such as race, class, and
gender, regarded as creating overlapping
and interdependent systems of
discrimination or disadvantage; a
theoretical approach based on such a
premise.” as defined by the Oxford
English Dictionary.

It is the crossroad of different forms of
discrimination. One experiences
intersectionality when they have
overlapping systematic disadvantages.
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ARE YOUIA

CRAZY Z/

CRYING SHAME,
YOU ASK ME. JUST
A KID, TOO. SAVED
MY BROTHER FROM

THE JOKER

THERE,

&\ MONTOYA. A

COULD POUR
FASTER. _

Her Dominican roots are
not particularly
highlighted throughout
her comics, and her
complexion does not
effectively distinguish
herself as a different
race than her white
counterparts.

She is a woman,
she is a lesbian,
and she is a lonely
drunk during the
time that her
girlfriend, Daria,
leaves her.




And as Renee continues to
struggle through these
different aspects of her
identity, other characters are
having their own personal
challenges to their identities.

As a white man,
Harvey Bullock
posses a certain level
of privilege that
Renee Montoya, Dex
Parios, Maggie
Sawyer, and Barbara
Gordon simply cannot
reach because of the

, social groups that

Dex Parios and Margaret thev b gl pt
Sawyer, Pl and GCPD €y betong to.
respectively, struggle Bei

i ] 4 eing a man versus
(G el s (Socsimserseersas ) e
sexualities and roles as e s being a woman,
women. E being white versus

being a person of
color, being
heterosexual versus
being homosexual,
being able-bodied
versus being
disabled, all play a
role in where one
stands in term of
privilege.

~ 1 MEAN
" IT, BULLOCK!
I DON'T WANT
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HARVEY BULLOCK IS.. BARBARA GORDON IS..

A GCPD detective who works alongside
Montoya at times. Not questioned of his

intelligence or praised for having the
knowledge he should for his role as Barbara is.

Left to deal with
the remains of
her life after her
spine is shattered
by a bullet shot
by the Joker,
leaving her
unable to use her
legs.

An ally
to

Montoya
when
she is
outed as
gay. He
accepts
her and
lets her
be who
she is.
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| MAGGIE SAWYERIS..

NINE Z642.. )/~ AND ALL FOR A THE GUY &
' LUMP OF CRUSHED  \ AS #2/5
ALL OF AL THAT ONLY AS ALL TH
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A police captain
at the GCPD. She
was once
married and had
a child, but later
in life discovered
that sheis a
lesbian, like
Renee Montoya.
She had difficulty
accepting that
she was gay
because of her
Catholic
background, and
her husband
divorced her and
took full custody
of their daughter
when he found
out.

Besides the unrealistic objectification of
Barbara’s body, her intelligence is
highlighted in her comics, and specifically
when she is The Oracle in Oracle: The Cure.
Since she is no longer able to fight crime as
Batgirl, she uses her brain to solve cases.

And while having a smart female
character is appreciated, it should be
more normalized rather than applauded
as it is in Barbara’s case.
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This exaggerated
hourglass figure is
not only given to
Barbara as Batgirl
in the Gotham Girls
comics, but it is
depicted for all the
women in the
comic, including
Renee Montoya.

THANKS... BUT GIVEN THE HEAT
I'LL BE TAKING, CONDOLENCES
MIGHT BE MORE IN ORPER.

NEITHER &ONE ! DON'T BE Ri-
picULouUS ! IT JUST ALwAaArs
STUCHK IN MY CRAW THAT AS
HIGH-PROFILE AN OUTFIT AS
THE &.C.U. WAS HEADED BY

A CAPTAIN ! 1

MAGGIE, I KNOW THERE'S
BEEN SOME FRICTION BETWEEN
THE TWE OF US OYER YOUR
COMMAND OF THE SPECIAL
ER/IMES LUNIT... MAYBE EVEN
SOME HARD FEELINGS...

SIONER. TO {2
TELL THE TRUTH, |
I'VE ALWAYS
WONDERED I
EXACTLY WHAT
THE PROBLEM
WAS,

I WOULDPN'T
CARE IFYOoU WERE
MALE, FEMALE, OR
NEUTER-- BUT You
HAYE ITNSPECTORS
WORKING FOR YOU,
REPORTING TO SOME -
ONE WHOM TECHNICALLY
THEY OUTRANK !

Y WAS IT BECAUSE
OF MY GENPER...
OR MY SEXUAL

ORIENTATION?

Barbara Gordon
as Batgirl, Renee

Montoya,

Catwoman, and After her divorce, she moves to

best-friend Metropolis and begins a new life in

supervillains the force there. She begins dating
. Toby Raines, a reporter for the

2: ; l;z igg:,‘n R/y Metropolis Star.

are all shown to
have nearly

identical bodies
in Gotham Girls.

Within the force, she is not particularly
discriminated against when she comes
out. When she speaks to her boss
about it he does not mind. She
continues to move up within her job.
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When Sawyer
finds out that
Montoya is also
a lesbian, after
Montoya is
publically
outed, she
reaches out to
her. Sawyer
attempts to
open a
conversation
about the
situation with
her, but
Montoya does
not share the
same views and
clearly
expresses that
their
experiences are
different.
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| BARBARA GORDONIS.. |

Otherwise
known as
Batgirl, and
later The
Oracle, has
her body
objectified
throughout
her comics.
Even when
she is
disabled and
showering,
revealing
images of
her are
shown to
readers.

T r —
WITH THE ELECTRICITY S/TUA =
A LITTLE MORE “HEJEU ,ﬂaN

L. MAYBE I CAN TAKE
THE TIME TO MOD THIS
BATHROOM ANG MAKE 1T

A LITTLE MORE
WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY.

In her earlier
Batgirl comics, her
body is depicted in
a way that is
unrealistic to the
true shape of a
woman’s body. Her
tiny waist paired
with curvy hips and
large breasts are
clear indicators of
this unrealistic
image.
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The focus placed on the female body, applied
both to Parios and the other female characters
in the comic, is unsurprisingly common among
comics.

WE'RE FRIENDS, SR

THERES N0 N
THNG"BETUEEN )

US. SHE'S MY

| B rsac. TSR
b 3 Gilm ~

As it is seen for Parios in Stumptown, it is
also displayed in comics surrounding
Barbara Gordon.
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While Maggie
Sawyer was
accepted for
being gay for
the most part,
other than her
husband,
Montoya is
disowned by
her family
when they find
out. It is also
important to
note that even
as Sawyer and
her husband
divorce, they
are later on
better terms
and Sawyer is
let back in to
her daughter’s
life. Sliver of
ice
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DEX PARIOS IS.. |

A woman who
identifies as
bisexual, though
her sexuality is
not as large of a
focal point in
her story as it is
for Sawyer and
Montoya.

W 60T
TICKETS? YOU
GOT TICKETS,
BABY?

Stumptown attempts to highlight some key
issues women face as they simply exist
through society, but manages to objectify
women at the same time

12

CALL ME B/TCH
AGANN, T'LL HANG
UP ON YOU AGAIN.

Y| HAVE MO
PLACE
IN THE
FAMILY

BUSINESS.




