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This zine looks at the portrayal of
the "genius” superhero. I will be
analyzing 3 black superhero
women and how they are viewed in
comics. Moon Girl, Bumblebee, and
Ironheart use their advanced
knowledge to aid them in being
the best superhero they can be.
These characters breakdown
stereotypes that have occurred
over decades. They are symbols of
strength and intelligence in
society.
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DC Super Hero Girls
g 0 () O

Teenage versions of DC Comics
superheroines both attend high school
and fight crime to protect the
citizens of Metropolis.

Diversity in Comics

Black women were not always
viewed as being the intelligent
and powerful characters seen in
today's comics. Superhero
characters have been
historically male. It is important
to have a diverse group of
characters that represent
multiple races and ethnicities. As
a child it can be helpful to read
about characters with a similar
background to yourself.
Representing all people is a push
in the right direction tfowards
equality.



Character Bios

Moon Girl, also known as her street
name Lunella Lafayette, is a 9-year-old
super genius. This 4t grader shares a
link fo a dinosaur, making her inhuman.
Her abilities include: Super intellect
and consciousness transferal. She uses
her superior intelligence to build a
variety of gadgets to help her in
battle. At only 9 years old, her
potential is still unknown. She will get
smarter as she gets older and learns
from her experiences.
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Super Genius

Having a young black superhero is
groundbreaking in comics. Comics give
the opportunity to showcase strong
women and represent them in a positive
light.

Bumblebee, also known as
her street name Karen
Beecher-Duncan, is a
scientist. She creates a
super suit and has the
power to shrink to insect
size. Using solar power she
is capable of flying.







Fan Comments
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Who is smarter, Iron Man
or Moon Girl?

Both Inventors
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Both Intelligent

Iron Man (Tony Stark) is known by
everyone as having superior «'?.,
intelligence. While he is one of the ~ .
smartest humans in the world, he is } »
only the fourth smartest superhero {‘E'y
in the Marvel Universe. He does not A
have any supernatural powers. It is

his top .01% IQ that gives him the
ability to engineer his Iron Man suit.
His intelligence however is
outshined by Moon Girl. This 9-year
old's superior intelligence makes her
the smartest superhero in the
marvel universe.
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How are these genius
women role models for
young glrls'>

Bumblebee is defying gender norms by
participating in an activity that is typically
male dominated. The boy is shocked by the
amazing robot Karen can make. She is
teaching girls to not be afraid to join clubs
that might be considered "boys clubs.” This
comic shows how women can do anything
that men can and sometimes better.

Well Known Superheroes

Spider-Man
Iron Man

Thor

The Hulk
Captain America
Wolverine

Black Panther
Captain Marvel

As you can see, most well known
superheroes have been male. The
creators of these female comics are
trying to change that. There goal is to
positively represent women in comics.
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The ducks
make ouvt a
pattern.
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Did yoou try
science?

Power and Ability

Moon Girl-Super intellect and
consciousness transferal

We juost need
a non-condouctive
surPace like this
robber ball--

N wood here to
- block the
circoit.

/'//f e
Bumblebee- Shrunk to insect-like “ 4 Q";_:_ d
size. Her solar-powered suit enables -

her to fly (via bee-like wings), fire
sonic force blasts, and unleash
electrical 'stings'.

She uses her science knowledge as a
power to help her. In this cartoon panel
Bumblebee is using her knowledge of
conductive surfaces to help her.
Encouraging the use of science to young
girls is important because it is typically
viewed as a male dominated area.

E -3

Ironheart- Skilled inventor and
Engineer Super Genius-level
Intellect
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I DON'T
WANT TO PRY,
UT...WHAT THE HECK
HAPPENED TO I AL
Youz HURT ALOT OF
PEOPLE BECAUSE T
COULDN'T ACCEPT MY
SELFISHNESS AND
ARROGANCE...

OU'RE NOT

Y
THE ONLY ONE WITH A
NEW LOOK... 2=

WITH YOU
AND NADIA AROUND,
AFTER ~ I KNEW I'D HAVE TO
THANOS TRASHED UP MY ENGINEERING
MY ARMOR, T FIGURED SGAME...
O T

From the death of her father and
various hardships, Riri Williams
overcomes a lot. Her intelligence caused
her to go inside her mind and become an
introvert. Despite the difficulties she
faces, Riri gets a scholarship to M.I.T.
This is inspiring because it teaches
young girls that you can overcome the
difficulties in your life.

Moon Girl

Brandon Monftclare and Amy Reeder

-The first appearance of Moon Girl was in
2015.
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HE WAS...
I DUNNO...

LIKE
SOMEWHERE
2 ~ ' kA 0. o .
SECOND M THE SMARTEST [, Lve said
OR THIRD AND THERE 15. R A that myself a
BRUCE EIGHTH...THAT'S EVEr was. A Zillion times.
BANNER THE NEW HULK y -
INVENTED OVER HERE... T
Im. SMARTEST
PERSON
IN THE

Bumblebee e

Now noone W

BOb Rozakis - .I | can ever

| test meever |
I again. Ever!

-First appearance of Bumblebee was in
1977.

Luella is unlike the typical 9-year-
old. Being born inhuman, she feels
different than other children. This
character is relatable for children
who feel like an outcast among their
peers. She displays bravery that is

Brian Michael Bendis beyond her years. Using her abilities

and Mike Deodato she can take down her opponents
=

with the gadgets she creates.
-First appearance of Ironheart
was in 2016.

Ironheart
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Great minds collide

In Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur
(2015) #15, Moon Girl and
Ironheart come together.
Ironheart answers Moon Girl’s
call for help when she is in
trouble. Together they are able to
use their knowledge of science to
be powerful young superheroes.

Teamwork
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